Dermographism (mechanical urticaria) mediated by IgM.
Sera of three patients with symptomatic mechanical urticaria caused an immediate weal and flare reaction when injected intracutaneously into related recipients, and serum of one patient caused the same reaction in his own skin. Pretreatment of test skin sites with Compound 48/80 abolished or greatly reduced the reaction. This weal-producing substance was found in the same fraction as IgM in Sephadex G-200 gel filtration, was stable to heat treatment (56 degrees C, 4 h) and labile to 2-mercaptoethanol treatment. An immunoadsorption study using anti-IgM serum identified this weal-producing substance as IgM.